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Texas landowners have a rich and diverse group of organizations, agencies, and experts available to 
them at little to no cost. These groups offer services that directly provide funding, expert knowledge, 
planning, or other assistance that can improve land management outcomes and experiences on their 
land. While we make every effort to be thorough and cover the main agencies and organizations that 
work with landowners, this document is not meant to cover every possible group or agency. Rather, we 
hope that this guide will be a starting point for gathering information and determining where to go with 
any questions.  

Information and Funding Resources
State Agencies and Organizations
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is the state education agency providing relevant, research-based 
information to landowners and residents across the state. AgriLife Extension offices cover all 254 counties in 
Texas and are staffed by county Extension agents who specialize in providing educational programs on a variety of 
topics, including agriculture and natural resources, family and community health, and 4-H youth development.

Website: https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/

Find your county Extension office: https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/counties/

Publications and resources: https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/educational-materials/ 

Events and programs: https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/news-events/ 

Texas A&M Forest Service 
The Texas A&M Forest Service is responsible for conserving and protecting the resources and lands of Texas. 
They help property owners maintain forests and natural resources for the future and are the lead wildfire 
management agency in the state. They offer funding, technical guidance, and information for landowners across 
Texas. The agency also hosts a variety of tools and programs for landowners to assist them in mapping and 
understanding their land. 

Website: https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/

Funding programs: https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/landownerassistance/Stewardship/

Landowner tools and programs: https://texasforestinfo.tamu.edu/
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Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA)
The TDA is a regulatory agency responsible for promoting, supporting, and regulating agricultural practices in 
Texas. It oversees regulatory programs, including prescribed fire, herbicide applicator licensing, farmers’ markets, 
and Go Texan branding, among others. TDA offers grant and loan programs for both new and established 
farms and ranches.

Website: http://www.texasagriculture.gov

Funding opportunities: http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/GrantsandServices.aspx

Texas Grazing Land Coalition (TXGLC)
The TXGLC is a coalition of conservation organizations that provides education, technical assistance, and resources 
to landowners across Texas. TXGLC focuses on supporting grazing land stewardship on private lands on a 
voluntary basis. 

Website: https://texasglc.org/ 

Resources: https://texasglc.org/resources/

Regional coalitions: https://texasglc.org/regional-coalitions/

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)
The TPWD  is the state agency responsible for overseeing the management of wildlife and state parks in Texas. 
TPWD’s Wildlife Division employs wildlife biologists and other staff across the state who are available to provide 
wildlife management advice, work with landowners on developing wildlife management plans, and explore grants 
and other funding opportunities for qualified landowners.  

Website: https://tpwd.texas.gov/ 

Find your TPWD biologist: https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/habitats/county/ 

Wildlife information and fact sheets: https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/ 

Federal Agencies
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
The USDA hosts many agencies that provide direct services, assistance, and programs for landowners across 
Texas. These agencies have a county or regional presence, and most counties have a USDA Service Center that 
hosts their local offices. 

Find your local USDA service center: https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
The FSA works to provide farmers, ranchers, and landowners access to technical assistance, funding, and 
programs to improve their operations. Their programs include low-interest loans, commodity price support, 
disaster assistance, and conservation incentives. These programs are available to all eligible producers, including 
beginning or underserved farmers and ranchers, veterans, and other groups in the county. 

Website: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Texas/index

FSA programs: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Texas/programs/index 
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USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
The NRCS works with landowners to improve and protect soil, water, and other natural resources. Their 
conservationists work closely with landowners to provide technical assistance to reduce erosion, improve water 
quality, and promote sustainable agriculture on private lands in Texas. For producers who qualify, they offer a 
variety of programs to help producers fund conservation practices on their land.

Website: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/tx/home/

Funding opportunities: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives 

USDA Rural Development (RD)
The USDA RD provides loans, grants, and loan guarantees to create jobs and support economic development and 
essential services such as housing, healthcare, first responder services, and water, electric, and communications 
infrastructure. They promote rural housing and businesses through their grants and loan programs and can 
provide technical assistance or information.

Website: https://www.rd.usda.gov/tx

National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
The NASS is an agency that is charged with collecting and reporting statistics relating to agricultural production, 
land use, and production on farms and ranches in the United States. NASS provides data through the US Census of 
Agriculture, produced every 5 years, as well as through other reports produced periodically. 

Website: https://www.nass.usda.gov/ 

Ag stats: https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/ 

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE)
SARE is a national organization composed of several regions covering all US states and territories. SARE has online 
and printed resources for landowners and hosts opportunities for landowners to apply for funding to participate 
in sustainable agriculture research and education. SARE is divided into four regional divisions, each of which 
operates individually with different resources and grant programs. Texas falls into the Southern Regional division 
or Southern SARE. 

Website: https://southern.sare.org/ 

SSARE landowner resources: https://southern.sare.org/resources/ 

Local and Regional Agencies/Organizations
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
Texas has 216 local SWCDs, all of which are managed by the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
These local boards are focused on managing soil and water conservation activities and supporting landowner 
conservation practices. 

Locate your SWCD: https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/swcds/locatormap 

Funding opportunities: https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/programs/water-quality-management-plan

County Appraisal District (CAD)
Your CAD is a political subdivision of the State of Texas that is governed locally by its own board of directors. It 
is responsible for determining property values and intensity standards for the 1-D-1 Open Space Valuation (also 
known as the “Ag Exemption”). Every county has different intensity standards for what qualifies as agricultural use, 
and contacting your local CAD is the best way to ensure you have the right information. 

Find your CAD: https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/county-directory/
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Prescribed Burn Associations (PBA)
PBAs are local grassroots organizations of landowners whose goal is to support and implement prescribed fire on 
private lands. These PBAs operate on a neighbor-helping-neighbor model and are a critical component of bringing 
prescribed fire back as a land management practice.

Texas PBA information: https://www.pbatexas.org/ 

Find your local PBA: https://www.pbatexas.org/member-associations 

Wildlife Management Associations (WMA)
WMAs are groups of local landowners who partner together to collaboratively improve wildlife habitat across 
a specific area of a county or region. These associations help provide local connections and information on 
managing lands for wildlife.  

Find your WMA: https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/associations/county_list/ 

Professional Associations and Organizations
There are many landowner-oriented organizations and associations in Texas and the United States. Each 
organization often specializes in a particular type of production or industry and provides advocacy, professional 
development, and learning opportunities for their members. Membership also provides valuable networking 
opportunities and comes with many ways to be involved in your industry. Some example organizations are 
provided below, but a short web search can provide many other groups relevant to your interests.

Example Organizations
•	 Texas Farm Bureau: www.texasfarmbureau.org 

•	 Texas Section – Society for Range Management: https://texassrm.org/

•	 Texas Wildlife Association: https://www.texas-wildlife.org/ 

•	 Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association: https://tscra.org/ 

•	 Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Association: http://www.tsgra.com  

•	 National Wild Turkey Federation: https://nwtf.org 

•	 National Deer Association: https://deerassociation.com

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. AGRIL IFEE X TENSION.TAMU.EDU
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